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We are delighted to start the fourth year of the 
International Mycorrhiza Society -IMS- 
Newsletter, releasing our 10th issue (Vol. 4, Issue 
1). Over the past 10 issues, the IMS Newsletter 
has become a space dedicated to mycorrhizal 
research outreach, debate, and connection. 
Especially, several of our editorials, short articles, 
and YouTube interviews express the most recent 
hot topics in mycorrhizal ecology, evolution, 
molecular biology, and applications. Topics are 
diverse and ranged from understanding the 
relationship between mycorrhizal biodiversity and 
functioning, ectomycorrhizal cross-talking and 
omics, what ecological niches are occupied by 
different arbuscular mycorrhizal fungal species, 
how fungal spores disperse, to the evolution of 
the ectomycorrhizal symbiosis, among many other 
subjects. The IMS Newsletter has also become a 
space to advertise our different events -namely 
ICOM, IMS-related news, and more. Please also 
follow us on Twitter: @mycorrhiza_ims 

We keep encouraging worldwide mycorrhizal 
researchers in all stages to share their research 
outputs and/or ideas with us (in a short article or 
YouTube interview way). As Editor-in-Chief and 
President of the International Mycorrhiza Society, 
we thank all the dozens of mycorrhizal researchers 
who have contributed with votes, short articles, 
YouTube interviews, and events/jobs advertising 
to our Newsletter. Many thanks also to our   

Executive (past and present), Board of Directors, 
the South American Mycorrhizal Research 
Network, and to the Topic Editors. We encourage 
further comments and suggestions to improve this 
space. And, in an era where sometimes it seems 
like all that matters is indexed articles production, 
we value a lot the time dedicated to our 
Newsletter.

ICOM12, iMMM6, ICOM13, & South 
American Mycorrhizal symposium news
The 12th International Conference on Mycorrhiza 
(ICOM12) will take place in Manchester, United 
Kingdom, 6-11 August 2024. ICOM12 is 
organized by David Johnson, University of 
Manchester; Katie Field, Sheffield University; Tim 
Daniel, Sheffield University; Thorunn Helgason, 
University of York; and Uta Paszkowski, 
University of Cambridge.

For further news about ICOM12, follow the 
Twitter account: @ICOM_12

The 6th international Molecular Mycorrhiza 
Meeting will also take place in the United 
Kindgdom, in Cambridge, 25-27 September 2023. 
iMMM6 is organized by Sebastian Schornack and 
colleagues. 

For further news about iMMM6, follow the 
Twitter account of the Sainsbury Laboratory, 
Cambridge University: @slcuplants
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At the general assembly of ICOM11 (online in 
China in August 2022) we also announced that 
applications for the organization of ICOM13 are 
open and interested organizations and persons 
were invited to send a bid before the end of 
December 2022. We are happy to officially 
announce that the board of directors has 
decided that the 13th International Conference 
on Mycorrhiza (ICOM13), will take place in 
Cairns, Australia, 2026. ICOM13 will be 
organized by Jonathan Plett, Western Sydney 
University; Ian Anderson, Western Sydney 
University; Jeff Powell, Western Sydney 
University; Camille Truong, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria; Tim Cavagnaro, University of 
Adelaide; Stephane Watts-Fawkes, University of 
Adelaide, Teresa Lebel, State Herbarium of South 
Australia, Harley Ridgway, Plant and Food, New 
Zealand; Julie Deslippe, Victoria University of 
Wellington; Nicola Day, Victoria University of 
Wellington; Ian Dickie, University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand; and David Orlovich, University of 
Otago. It has been a long time since an ICOM 
was organized in Australia (the last one was in 
2002 in Adelaide), so we are very happy to visit 
Australia again.

Stay tuned for further news regarding ICOM13. 
At the general assembly of ICOM12 in 
Manchester we will announce that bids for 
ICOM14 (e.g. in 2028) can be submitted.

Finally, we are delighted to invite you to the III 
International Symposium of the Mycorrhizal 
Symbiosis in South America, organized by the 
South American Mycorrhizal Research Network 
and the Amazon Institute for Scientific Research 
of Colombia (Sinchi). It will take place on 28 – 30 
August, 2023, in Leticia, Amazonas, Colombia. It 
includes courses before and after those dates. 
For further information please click here.  

For more information or sponsoring, contact Clara 
Peña-Venegas (cpena@sinchi.org.co) or César 
Marín (cmarind@santotomas.cl).

In this issue…
The Top 10 mycorrhizal research papers of the 
last four months (papers published between 
September and December, 2022). The first rank 
is for Anne Kakouridis and co-authors, for their 
New Phytol article entitled “Routes to roots: 
direct evidence of water transport by arbuscular 
mycorrhizal fungi to host plants”. The authors 
used used microcosms, isotopically labeled water, 
and a fluorescent dye, and provided direct 
evidence of AM fungi directly transporting water 
to the plant (wild oat). Furthermore, they 
estimated that water transported by AM fungi 
across the air gap accounted for 34.6% of the 
water transpired by the host. The second rank is 
for Lingyan Zhou and co-authors, for their Nat 
Commun article entitled “Global systematic 
review with meta-analysis shows that warming 
effects on terrestrial plant biomass allocation are 
influenced by precipitation and mycorrhizal 
association”, where, after reviewing 300 worldwide 
experimental warming studies, the authors found 
that warming-induced allocation to roots is higher 
in plants associated with arbuscular mycorrhizal 
(AM) fungi than with ectomycorrhizal (EM) 
fungi. A third rank was for Sara Branco and co-
authors, for their New Phytol Tansley review 
“Mechanisms of stress tolerance and their effects 
on the ecology and evolution of mycorrhizal 
fungi”.

This 10th IMS Newsletter issue includes three 
short articles. The first one, by Vinton Thompson 
(American Museum of Natural History), is about 
the relationships between spittlebugs, EM plants, 
and EM fungi mining of complex organic nitrogen 
(N) from soil.  It is a fascinating story about an 
entomologist, who considered after 20 years of 
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study to focus on the mycorrhizal symbiosis in 
order to understand his study system 
(spittlebugs). A second article by Martin Rozmoš 
and co-authors (Institute of Microbiology, Czech 
Academy of Sciences), provides evidence that 
chitinolytic bacteria inhabiting the AM fungi 
hyphosphere facilitate N acquisition by AM fungi 
(and its host plant) that is derived from chitin. A 
third short article by Kelcie Walther and co-
authors, gives an overview of the scientific base, 
philosophy, and objectives of the Society for the 
Protection of Underground Networks (SPUN), 
lead by Toby Kiers (Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam). It also includes several ways to be 
involved with SPUN.

Finally, in addition to our traditional Tools and 
Events (with several mycological and mycorrhizal 
events coming up in the next few years) sections, 
please find interviews with Martin Ryberg about 
ectomycorrhizal fungi evolution, to Bala 
Chaudhary about fungal dispersal, and with 
Justine Karst and co-authors about 
misinformation and citation bias regarding 
common mycorrhizal networks in forest.

   

IMS Newsletter - 4


